
   
 

Copyright â  Yellowfin International pty ltd 2011                                                     www.yellowfin.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
 

Copyright â  Yellowfin International pty ltd 2011                                                     www.yellowfin.com.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Yellowfin ®  
Release 6.0 
Tutorial Guide 
 
Under international copyright laws, neither the documentation nor the software may be copied, photocopied, 
reproduced, translated or reduced to any electronic medium or machine-readable form, in whole or in part, without 
the prior written permission of Yellowfin International Pty Ltd, except in the manner described in the software 
agreement. 
 
The information in this document is subject to change without notice. If you find any problems with this 
documentation, please report them to Yellowfin in writing at support@yellowfin.com.au. Yellowfin does not warrant 
that this document is error free. 
 
Copyright © Yellowfin International 2011. All rights reserved. 
Portions © Copyright Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. 
 
Trademarks: 
Yellowfin and the Yellowfin Logo are registered trademarks of Yellowfin International. 
 
All other product and company names mentioned herein are the trademarks of their respective owners. 
 
Version: 1.0 
Published: December 2011 

 

 



  

 

Copyright â  Yellowfin International pty ltd 2011                                                     www.yellowfin.com.au 

 

 



  

 

Copyright â  Yellowfin International pty ltd 2011                                                     www.yellowfin.com.au 

 

The purpose of this document is to assist you to undertake a guided tutorial of Yellowfin.  The 

tutorial will make use of the demonstration database (Ski Team) which is included as part of 

the installation process.  As a result the tutorial will only concern itself with producing reports 

from this data source.  If you wish to use Yellowfin against alternate data sources then you 

may wish to use this guide as a starting point. 

During this guided tutorial you will explore data source connections, create a view, author and 

format reports and create a dashboard.  If you wish to explore functionality in addition to what 

is covered in this guide please refer to either the administration or user guides. 

 

Prior to starting this tutorial process it is assumed that you have successfully installed 

Yellowfin and the Ski Team Tutorial database and that you have a valid license key from 

Yellowfin.   

 

Parts of this guide contain advanced database concepts and assume that you have some 

understanding of how relational databases work.  Although you will not need SQL skills, a 

basic understanding of SQL would also assist in understanding the concepts covered in this 

document - especially for the development of database views. 

 

This guide is not intended to provide you with a step by step guide to all the functionality 

available in Yellowfin.  For a greater understanding of all the functions within Yellowfin it is 

suggested that you use the: 

Admin Guide  Use this guide for more information about source systems, views and 

security 

User Guide  Use this guide for more information about creating reports and dashboards. 



  

 

Copyright â  Yellowfin International pty ltd 2011                                                     www.yellowfin.com.au 

Yellowfin is designed to reuse óobjectsô, such as source connections and views, as much as 

possible.  This model creates a hierarchy of objects within Yellowfin and understanding this 

hierarchy will assist you with this tutorial.   

 

Level 1  Source 

Connections  

A source connection stores details of how Yellowfin will 

connect to an external database that you wish to report 

from.  For every database that you wish to write reports 

for, you will have to create a single source connection 

record within Yellowfin. 

A source connection can have many  views. (see below) 

Level 2 Views  Once you have defined a source connection you must 

create one or more view records that your users can 

report off.   

A view is a metadata layer that allows you to define 

which fields, from which tables in your source database 

can be made available for reporting.   

A view can have many  reports written against it.   

Level 3  Reports  Once a view is defined you can write a report against it.  

A report record is a report definition which defines 

which columns in your database you want to display 

and how you want to display them. 

A report can be used on one or on any number of 

dashboard tabs 

Level 4  Dashboard Tabs  Once you have written reports, you can begin to 

construct your dashboard.  You can place as many 

reports onto a tab as you wish.  You can also create as 

many tabs as you wish on your own personal 

dashboard. 

 

In this guide we will work sequentially through this hierarchy.  First we will understand 

how connections to the database function, then create a view and then write reports 

before finally  adding these reports to a new dashboard tab.  
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The tutorial database used for this guide is the Ski Team database.  This database has been 

included as part of your installation and you will have had to install it in addition to Yellowfin.  

The data has been structured to provide a similar experience to that you may have had when 

reporting from many operational databases.   

Ski Team is a ski tourism business that organises ski trips in various locations around the 

world and markets these to its existing clients and to new potential clients.  The Ski Team 

database contains information relating to the core tourism business.  It contains details of the 

camps run, the clients who attended those camps, the employees that worked on those 

camps and campaigns associated with sourcing clients.  In addition it does contain financial 

information related to the amount invoiced and received for each client taking part in ski trips. 

The data in this database will assist managers of Ski Team to understand the profitability of 

each of their programs, identify who their most profitable clients are and better manage their 

best performing employees. 

For the examples in this guide only four tables from the Ski Team database are used.  These 

are: 

 

Athlete Fact  This contains information about each athlete and their participation on a 

camp.  In this database the person fact will generally have one record for 

each camp and each person for every year.  The fact record is concerned 

about the individual trips for each program.  

Camp This is a dimensional table which contains information about each camp.  

For example the name and location of the camp. Camp ID is the Key to this 

table. 

Person  The person table contains information about the athlete such as name and 

address details. Person ID is the Key to this table. 

Date Lookup  This table is used to create data hierarchies used for drill down purposes. 

Day Date is the Key to this table. 

 

In this guide we will use these tables to construct a view which centered on the customer.  It 

will let us report the revenue generated by customer and overall performance of our ski 

programs. 
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This guide is made up of 6 steps: 

Step  Description  Learn how toé 

1 Login  ¶ Login to Yellowfin 

2 Source Connections  ¶ Create a connection to external databases 

3 Create a View  ¶ Create a simple view by selecting and 

joining tables together 

4 Define Meta Data  ¶ Make columns available for reporting 

¶ Apply meta data to database columns 

¶ Create calculated fields 

5 Create Reports  ¶ Create table and chart reports 

¶ Schedule Reports for broadcasting 

¶ Apply conditional formatting through alerts 

6 Create a Dashboard  ¶ Create a new dashboard tab 

¶ Add reports to tabs 
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An administrator user is created by default during the installation process. The username for 

this user is admin@yellowfin.com.au.   This user has access to all the functions required for 

this evaluation including administration and reporting functions. The default password for this 

user is ñtestò.  

  

1. To Logon go to the entry page for your 

installation of Yellowfin within your web 

browser. This is usually at 

http://YourYellowfinServer.  

2. Type in the user name in the email address 

box (admin@yellowfin.com.au), followed by 

the password (test) in the lower box, and 

press the GO button. 

  

3. You should now be logged in to Yellowfin 

and the home page dashboard will load. It 

will look similar to the example on the right. 

 

 

If you wish you can explore some of the dashboard tabs as well as click on the Report List 

navigation link to browse existing reports.  Click on the report names to open and view 

reports. 
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For reports to run and retrieve data from your database a connection has to exist between 

Yellowfin and your target database.  So to get an understanding of how this works you will 

need to navigate to the source administration. 

As mentioned in the introduction each database that you wish to report from must have a 

connection record defined within Yellowfin.  This record provides Yellowfin with the location, 

logon user id and logon method for your selected database. 

 

1.  

1.  

1. Click the Administration link on the navigation 

bar. This will open an administration shortcut 

menu. If you wish you to go to the main 

Administration page, click on the General 

link, otherwise use a shortcut. 

This will open the administration panel.  On 

this panel you will see a number of 

administration options such as user 

management and category management. 

If you havenôt already, click on the General 

link. 

 

2. Click the Source Systems & Views link to 

access you source systems. 
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3. You will see a section containing a list of 

source connections and a section with 

folders containing views of those source 

connections. 

4. Click the Ski Team Link in the Data Source 

and Connections table.  

 

 

5. This will open the connection details page.  

You will see all the connection parameters 

required for a source connection to function.  

For more information regarding source set up 

please refer to the administration guide. 

 

6. To test how the connection works make a 

slight change to the database URL and click 

the Click here to test connection link.  The 

connection should return a failed message.   

Now return the URL to its original state and 

test the connection again ï this time you 

should see a successful message. 

If you cannot reset the URL click the close 

button to close the connection settings 

without saving your changes. 
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A view is the core metadata construct used by Yellowfin to hide the complexity of database 

structures from end users.  The view is used to define which columns from your database you 

want to make available to end users for reporting.  These fields may come from multiple 

tables therefore you will also have to specify how these tables are joined (the business logic 

that joins data in one table with that in another). 

The two major steps in creating a view include: 

1. Relationship Entity Diagram - Selecting the tables you need from your data base 

and defining how data in these tables are joined  

2. Selecting the columns  you wish to make available from these tables and providing 

metadata to these fields. 

For more information about views and creating one, refer to the administration guide.   

 

1. Under the Database Views table click the    

 Add View link.  

2. Select the following options: 

Author Type: Drag and Drop Editor  

Data Source: Ski Team  

Category List: General Views  

3. Click the Next button to continue. 

 

4. The view builder page will open.  You will see 

a list of tables in the data sources panel on 

the left hand side and the view options on the 

right hand side of the canvas. 
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5. Update the view name on the view options 

panel as shown on the right.  Call this view 

óTutorial Viewô.  

6. Enter the description: ñThis will be used to 

learn about Yellowfin. ò 

 

 

 

The entity relationship is one of the key components of the view builder.  This allows you to 

define all the key relationships between your selected database tables. 

1. From the table list on the left of the screen, 

drag the following tables onto your canvas: 

AthleteFact, Person, Camp, DateLookup  

You should now have four tables on your 

canvas as displayed on the right. 
 

2. On the Person Fact table click the join link .  

This will open the join pop-up.  Create a join 

between the AthleteFact Table and the 

Person Table. 

Join From: AthleteFact  

Join Type: Inner Join  

Join To: Person  

Join logic: PersonID Equal to PersonID  

3. Click  Add link to add to the join list.  You 

should now see the join logic as depicted on 

the right. 
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4. Click Save & Close to save you join.  The 

join will now be displayed as a line between 

your program and program instance tables. 

 

 

5. Now create an Inner Join  from AthleteFact  

to DateLookup  where InvoicedDate = 

DayDate  

6. Create another Inner Join  from AthleteFact  

to Camp  where CampID = CampID    

7. You can move your tables around the canvas 

to make the diagram easier to read if 

needed. 

 

 

 

Select columns that you wish to make available to your end users for reporting.  Only columns 

selected from each table in your entity list will be available for reporting, and only after you 

have applied meta data to these columns ï which is covered next. 

1. Click on the  icon on a table to expand it 

(see AthleteFact pictured right) 

2. Click the Properties link on the AthleteFact 

table.  The table properties will now be 

displayed in the View Options panel.  
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3. Click the Columns section link to open the 

options.  A set of columns from the 

AthleteFact table will be displayed.  Select 

the AgeAtCamp, AgeGroupAtCamp, Cost, 

Demographic, InvoiceEstimate , 

InvoiceDate , and PersonID Columns.  

4. Once you have selected these, click on the 

Properties link again to update your diagram. 

 

5. The columns you selected should now 

appear in bold  on your table (as pictured). 

 



  

 

Copyright â  Yellowfin International pty ltd 2011                                                     www.yellowfin.com.au 

6. Replicate the last step for each table. 

DateLookup: WeekDate, MonthDate, and 

YearDate  

Camp: CampDemogra phic, 

CampDescription, CampRegion, and 

ISOCode 

Person: DateOfBirth, Gender, Region, and 

ISOCode  

 

7. Click the  Next image to continue to the 

(View Fields) field metadata page. 
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Meta data is used to define how a field is to be used and also provides information to your 

end users. You will either write or read reports and may wish to know more about the fields 

that were used in the report. 

Initially, fields selected from the previous step will all be in the óunattached sectionô in folders 

that represent the tables that they originated from. These fields have not had meta data 

associated with them and cannot  be used by your report writers.  You must edit each field 

and insert meta data so that the field is available when writing reports. 

 

1. First of all, make sure you have the 

categories you want to use to divide your 

fields. Click on the  Edit Categories link in 

the Available Fields section. 

2. Add the Athlete , Camp , Payment , and Time  

categories and click Save & Close. 

 

3. Click the  option next to the folder names to 

see the columns you have selected from 

each table.  

4. From the AthleteFact table either select and 

drag the fields individually or use shift to click 

on each of the AgeAtCamp, 

AgeGroupAtCamp,  Demographic,  and 

PersonID  fields and drag these into the 

Athlete  folder. 

On completion you will note that the column 

names are now in bold indicating that they 

have been added to the view. 
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5. Now follow the same steps as above and put 

all the fields in their correct categories. 

Cost and InvoiceEstimate  fields Ÿ        

Payment  category. 

InvoiceDate  field Ÿ Time category. 

Camp  fields Ÿ Camp  category. 

DateLookup  fields Ÿ Time category. 

Person  fields Ÿ Athlete  category. 

 

6. To update the field name to provide a more 

user friendly name ï double click the 

ISOCODE field.  Change the business name 

of the field to óAthlete Countryô and add in 

text into the description section. 

 

7. This field will use an Org Ref Code to convert 

ISO Country Codes to their respective 

names. To set this up, click on the Format 

tab. 

8. Set the Format option to óOrg Ref Codeô. In 

this case you will use an existing type that we 

have set up for a sample. To learn how to 

create your own, see the Administration 

Guide. 

9. Select óCountryô from the drop down menu. 

10. Click on Save to commit your changes. 

11. The ISOCODE column will now be updated 

in the Athlete folder.  This method is used to 

provide business terms for all your attributes. 
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The format options will provide the default for how the field will be used on the report. A user 

will still be able to change a format for a specific report. 

1. Double click on the Cost  field to open it in 

the edit window. 

2. Click on the Format  Tab 

3. Add a prefix of ó$ô 

4. Select óSUMô from default aggregation. 

5. Click on Save to commit your changes. 

 

 

 

 
In addition to fields from your database you can create calculated fields and pre-defined 

filters.  In this example we will create a filter. 

1. In the unattached section open the 

Calculated Fields folder and then the 

Formula Builder folder  

2. Drag the filter field into the Athlete folder.  
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3. You will now see the formula format options.  

Click on the formula tab.   

4. Name the field óHigh Age Rangeô 

5. Click on the Formula tab to create/edit the 

formula. 

 

6. From the Select Field drop down choose 

óAgeAtCampô and click  

7. Now select óGreater Than or Equal toò from 

the Operator drop down and click  

8. Type in ó65ô into the text field above the 

operator drop down and click  

9. Click the Click here to test this formula link. 

You should see a formula successful 

message displayed above the builder if 

successful. 

10. Click Activate to save the field and make it 

available for use in reports. 

 

11. You will now see the High Age Range  

calculated field in the Athlete category and it 

will have a  filter icon instead of the usual 

dimension or metric icons.   
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A hierarchy allows report users to drill down a dimensional hierarchy by limiting the result set 

as they select one level to the next.  For example drill from Year (2008) to Quarter (3
rd

) to 

Month (August) etc. 

1. By default date fields are defined as 

Metrics ï these will need to be 

changed to dimensions for Hierarchical 

drill to be defined. 

2. For each of the fields in the Time 

category, double click them and 

change the field type to Dimension , 

and rename them to Year, Month , 

Week, Invoiced  Date respectively. 

 

3. Double click the Year field and move to  

the format tab 

4. Select Date Part Formatter and then 

Year from the format options. 

 

5. Next click on the hierarchy tab.  Select 

Yes for Drill Down and choose the 

Month  field. Click Save 

6. Repeat this step for the MonthDate, 

WeekDate, and InvoicedDate fields.  

7. Use the following date formats: 

DatePartFormatter, Month Name, 

Week of Year, Date format 

8. When connecting the hierarchy, follow 

the order: 

Year Ÿ Month Ÿ Week Ÿ Invoiced 

Date 

9. You will now notice a connection 

between the date columns.  This 

indicates that there is a hierarchy. 
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1. From the View Fields page click the   

 Next image to continue to the 

summary page. 

 

 

 

2. You can explore the tabs to see 

example data and the SQL that 

Yellowfin generates. 

3. Click the  Activate link to save you 

view and activate it for use. 

 

4. You will now see on the general tab 

that your Tutorial view is óActiveô. It is 

now ready to report off. 

5. Click Close to close the view and 

return to you view list. 

 












































